
  



 

 

 

 

 

MO BROOKS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

ALABAMA’S FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

 
Dear Applicant: 

 
 Thank you for contacting my office regarding nominations to attend our nation’s military 

Service Academies. As the Congressman for Alabama's 5th District, each year I have the 

privilege of nominating a limited number of people to four of the five Service Academies. Due to 

the very limited number of candidates I am able to nominate to each Service Academy, I 

encourage you to contact both U.S. Senators Richard Shelby and Doug Jones about their 

nominations process as well. 

 

As your Congressman, I am able to offer nominations to the U.S. Military Academy in 

West Point, New York, the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, the U.S. Merchant 

Marine Academy in King’s Point, New York and the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado. As you already know, a nomination to one of the Service Academies is a 

prestigious honor. The honor of attending a service academy comes with an obligation and 

commitment to serve in the military for a minimum of five years upon graduation. 

 

Appointments to the Service Academies are extremely competitive. Each year, the 

Tennessee Valley sends a large contingent of our brightest and best students and I am sure that 

this year will be no different. Please make sure to return your completed nominations packet 

to my Huntsville district office no later than close of business on Thursday, November 1, 

2018.  

 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact my Service Academy 

Liaison Timothy Jackson in my Huntsville district office at (256) 551-0190 or via email at 

timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov. I look forward to receiving your application for nomination. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

A 
Mo Brooks 

Member of Congress 

Alabama’s Fifth District 

mailto:timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov


 

GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATION TO U.S. SERVICE ACADEMIES 

 

NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 

A member of Congress may nominate up to ten applicants per vacancy and is not permitted to 

have more than five men or women in each academy at one time.  Generally, a vacancy is 

created only by graduation.  A nomination by Congressman Brooks does not guarantee an 

appointment to an academy. 

 

Congressman Brooks has established a nominating board.  The board will review applications, 

interview prospective candidates and make final selection of Alabama District 5 nominees to be 

submitted to the academies.  Nominations are based on a “whole person” evaluation.  Factors 

such as academic achievement, extracurricular activities, leadership skills, physical aptitude, 

character and motivation are taken into consideration and compared with other applicants. 

Nominations will be determined using the competitive method with all nominees submitted 

unranked to the academies, allowing equal opportunity for each candidate nominated from the 

district.   

 

Some academies will begin to notify candidates of their admission status as early as January.  All 

offers of appointment are generally sent out by May.   

 

TIMELINE 

May-October  Open pre-candidate file with the academies of your choice 

Ongoing  Complete application with academies of your choice 

   Receive information from academy to schedule medical exam with DoDMERB 

   (Department of Defense Medical Review Board) 

November 1, 2018 Deadline to submit complete application to the Huntsville district office of 

Congressman Brooks 

November 2018 Interview with Service Academy Nomination Advisory Board 

December 2018  Notification to those receiving nominations 

January-June 2019 Await appointment notice by service academy 

 

CANDIDATE CRITERIA 

In order to be considered for a nomination, all applicants must meet the following criteria: 

 Applicant must live in the 5th Congressional District of Alabama. 

 Applicant must meet all Academy requirements.  

 Applicant must be at least 17 years old, and not have passed their 23rd birthday by July 1 

of the year of entry to the Military, Naval or Air Force Academies and have not passed 

their 25th birthday for the Merchant Marine Academy.  

 Applicant must be unmarried, not be pregnant, and have no legal obligation for support to 

children or other dependents. Applicant must be a United States citizen by the 

Congressional Nomination application deadline date.  



APPLICATION FORM 

This form must be typed accurately and signed by the applicant. Please note that it is the responsibility 

of the candidate to also apply with each academy to which they are seeking a nomination. 

 

RECENT WALLET-SIZED PHOTO   
Using a paper clip, the applicant should attach a recent wallet-size photograph on the upper left-hand 

corner of the first page of the nomination application. Photo should be of good quality and not larger 

than 2.5” x 3”. 

 

ESSAY QUESTIONS 

Each candidate must submit written answers to the following 2 questions. Answers must be single-

spaced and written in 12 point Times New Roman font. 

 Why would you like to attend a service academy? (200 word maximum) 

 What is your proudest accomplishment from high school/college? Why? (200 word maximum) 

 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Candidates must submit three letters of recommendation in sealed and signed envelopes from adult 

non-family members. Possible letter writers include coaches, employers, teachers, guidance counselors, 

school principals, clergy, community leader, or scoutmaster. Forms may be obtained at 

http://brooks.house.gov/service-academy-nominations. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that 

these forms are completed and returned to you in a timely manner and included in your packet. 

 

ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPTS 

An official copy of the applicant’s high school transcript is required. Candidates who have graduated 

from high school should send a college transcript in addition to their high school transcript. Transcripts 

should be mailed directly to my Huntsville district office.  

 

STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES 

In order to be considered for a nomination, you must have taken the SAT/ACT prior to 

October 2018 in order to meet the November 1, 2018 deadline. However, your test scores 

can be updated up to the time of your interview before the nominating board if your score is 

higher on a later test. You must have official copies of your scores sent to Congressman Mo 

Brooks' Huntsville office.  Congressman Brooks’ SAT code is 1226 and his ACT code is 

7215.  

 

RÉSUMÉ 

Be sure to submit a current résumé which includes extracurricular activities, leadership positions, 

academic and athletic accomplishments, and other relevant awards and distinctions. Your résumé 

should be no longer than one page. 

 

The deadline for completed application packets is Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 5:00 

p.m. Please mail or hand-deliver the completed application, including all required documents 

(see checklist) to: 
 

U.S. CONGRESSMAN MO BROOKS (AL-5) 
ATTENTION: SERVICE ACADEMY NOMINATIONS 

2101 WEST CLINTON AVENUE, SUITE 302 
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35805 

  

http://brooks.house.gov/service-academy-nominations


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

SAT & ACT TEST DATES 
Standardized test scores are important elements of your application. In order for your application 
to be considered complete, you must either send an official copy of your scores or have the 
testing centers send your scores to my office. The codes for my office are: SAT: 1226, ACT: 
7215. To meet this deadline, I suggest taking one or both as soon as possible and we highly 
suggest taking the test multiple times to improve your scores. The dates can be found on these 
websites: 
 http://sat.collegeboard.com/register/sat-dates 
 http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html 
 
 
VACANCIES 

Each U.S. Senator and Representative may have a maximum of five (5) nominees at each service 

academy charged to his or her office at any one time. A maximum of ten (10) nominees may be 

nominated for each vacancy. I make every effort to have a vacancy at each academy each year; 

however, this is not always possible. 

 

SERVICE ACADEMY CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you have not already done so, you should open a pre-candidate file with the service academies 

that you desire to attend. We also encourage you to apply to all of the Service Academies that 

you are interested in attending. Failure to contact the Service Academies and becoming an 

official candidate will automatically disqualify you for an official interview with my office.  

 

Applying to the Service Academy and applying for a nomination are processes that need to be 

accomplished concurrently. To obtain catalogs and other specific information on the individual 

academies, please contact them directly at the information listed below. 

 

U.S. Air Force Academy    U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
Admissions Office     Admissions Office 

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3100    300 Steamboat Road  

Colorado Springs, CO 80840-5651   King’s Point, NY 11024-1699 

(800) 443-9266     (866) 546-4788 

www.usafa.edu     www.usmma.edu 

 

U.S. Military Academy    U.S. Naval Academy 
Admissions Office     USNA Admission Office 

606 Thayer Road     117 Decatur Road 

West Point, NY 10996-1797    Annapolis, MD 21402-5018 

www.usma.edu     www.usna.edu 

  

Note: Congressional nominations are no longer required (nor are they submitted) for the United 

States Coast Guard Academy (USCGA). If you are interested in attending the Coast Guard 

Academy, contact the Academy directly at: 

 

United States Coast Guard Academy Admissions Office 

31 Mohegan Avenue 

New London, CT 06320-4195 

(203) 444-8501; www.uscga.edu 

http://sat.collegeboard.com/register/sat-dates
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://www.usafa.edu/
http://www.usmma.edu/
http://www.usma.edu/
http://www.usna.edu/
http://www.uscga.edu/


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)  

FOR THOSE SEEKING A CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION 
 

What is a Congressional nomination? 

Each year Congressman Brooks receives many inquiries from students who wish to attend a U.S. 

Service Academy from Alabama’s Fifth Congressional District.  One of the application 

requirements of all of the U.S. Service Academies (except for the U.S. Coast Guard Academy) is 

nomination by an official source.  The nominating official is usually a member of Congress. 

Members of Congress may nominate applicants who meet the eligibility requirements 

established by law.  Candidates are encouraged to apply to all nominating sources for which they 

are eligible including: 

 Member of the U.S. House of Representatives who represents the congressional district in 

which the candidate resides 

 Both U.S. Senators from his/her state 

 Vice-President of the United States 

 

What are the basic eligibility requirements? 
Each applicant for a nomination must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

 Age: Be at least 17 years old, but not yet 23 years of age by July 1 of the year of entry to 

the Military, Naval or Air Force academies and not yet 25 years of age for the Merchant 

Marine Academy. 

 Citizenship: Must be a U.S. citizen. 

 Marital Status: Must be unmarried, not pregnant, and without legal obligation to support 

children or other dependents. 

 Residence: Must reside within the boundaries of the 5th Congressional District of 

Alabama. 

 Skill/Fitness: Must meet the medical, physical, and academic requirements of the 

Academy.  

 

Whom do I contact to request an application packet? 

Students interested in applying for a nomination should contact Timothy Jackson at the 

Huntsville district office at 256-551-0190 or timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov in the spring of 

their junior year in high school. Application packet may be obtained at http://brooks.house.gov. 

Also, please note that it is extremely important that applicants complete the application process 

for each academy they are considering applying to.   

 

What is the deadline for completing my applicant file? 

The congressional nomination form and other required documents (see below) must be submitted 

to the Huntsville district office no later than 5:00 p.m. on November 1, 2018 to complete each 

applicant file.   

 

What happens after my file is complete? 

Qualified applicants who have submitted all required documents by 5:00 p.m. on November 1, 

2018 will be scheduled for an interview with Congressman Brooks' Service Academy 

Nomination Advisory Board.  Interviews will be conducted in late November/early December 

2018.   

 

 

mailto:timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov
http://brooks.house.gov/


 

What documents must be included in my applicant file? 

A complete file consists of the following items: 

 Congressional nomination form 

 High school and, if applicable, college transcripts  

 American College Testing Program (ACT) results and/or College Board Scholastic 

Assessment Test (SAT) results  

 Résumé  

 Essay 

 Three (3) completed personal recommendation forms completed by adult non-family 

members (i.e. teacher, counselor, employer, coach, clergy, scoutmaster).   

 Current wallet-size photo attached to the first page of the nomination form 

 

Why does Congressman Brooks use a nominating board? 

This board evaluates applicants and recommends candidates for nomination.  This well-qualified, 

non-partisan board will ensure a fair and impartial process.   

 

What criteria does the board use in selecting candidates? 

Nominations are based on a "whole person" evaluation. Factors such as academic achievements, 

extra-curricular activities, leadership skills, physical aptitude, character, motivation and 

interview are taken into consideration and compared with other applicants.  

 

What is Congressman Brooks' "method of nomination"? 

Nominations will be determined using the competitive method with all nominees submitted 

unranked to the academies, allowing equal opportunity for each candidate nominated from the 

district. This method allows Congressman Brooks to nominate up to 10 qualified candidates for 

each available opening.  The academy itself will make the final selection. 

 

Is the application process the same for all of the service academies? 

Each academy has its own selection process for admittance.  Applicants must complete the 

application process for each academy that they are considering attending.  Visit the academy of 

your choice via the websites noted for each academy's particular admissions qualifications. 

Nominations are required for all but the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. 

 

If I receive a nomination will I automatically be selected by the academy? 

No. You will be placed among a select group of nominees, and the academy of your choice will 

make the final decision. If selected, you will receive an offer of admission (an appointment) 

directly from the academy. 

 

What if I choose more than one academy? Will I be limited to a single nomination? 

No. It is possible to receive more than one nomination depending on how well you have 

competed among this year's pool of candidates.  

 

When will I know if I have been offered an appointment by an academy? 

Some academies will begin to notify candidates of their admission status as early as January. All 

offers of appointment are generally sent out by May. 

 

For more information, please visit Congressman Brooks’ website located at http://brooks.house.gov. 

http://brooks.house.gov/


U.S. CONGRESSMAN MO BROOKS 

CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION FORM 

 

 Class of 2023 
 

 

Please indicate which academy you would like to attend; if you are interested in more than one academy, 

please rank them in order of your preference, first to last.  

Be sure to open a file with the actual academies of interest. 

 

_________ U.S. Air Force Academy  ________ U.S. Military Academy 

 

_________ U.S. Merchant Marine Academy  ________ U.S. Naval Academy 

 

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  (Last)   (First)  (Middle)  (Preferred First Name) 

 

Permanent Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

             (Street) 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

    (City)    (State)   (Zip Code) 

 

Mailing Address (if different from permanent): _______________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: (________) ____________-_____________   Cell Phone: (________) ____________-____________  

 

Email Address:  __________________________________________   Date of Birth: _______ / _______ /________ 

 

High School: __________________________________   Hometown Newspaper: ___________________________ 

 

Are you a U.S. citizen? ___________________ Gender: ______ Male   ______ Female 

 

FAMILY INFORMATION 

 

Name of parent(s)/legal guardian(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

          (Mother)    (Father) 
 

Name of Legal Guardian(s): ____________________________________________________________________ 

Relation to Legal Guardian(s): __________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Cell Phone: (________) _______-________   Father’s Phone Number: (_______) _______-_________ 

Are you the child of an active or retired member of the U.S. military? _______ YES ________ NO 

Are you the child of a deceased veteran, disabled veteran, prisoner of war, serviceman missing in action or Medal of 

Honor awardee? If yes, please specify: ____________________________________________________ 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 

 

High School Attended:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

   (School Name) 

    

________________________________________________________________________ 

   (School Address)  (City)   (State)  (Zip) 

    

________________________________________________________________________ 

   (School Phone Number)   (Counselor’s Name) 

 

Expected Date of Graduation (Month/Year): __________ /__________  High School GPA: _____________ 

Class Rank: ____________ / ________________ students 

SAT Scores:  Critical Reading ___________     Math ________ Writing __________    Composite ________ 

ACT Scores:      English _______   Math _______   Reading ________     Science ________   Composite ________ 

Have you attended any college classes? __________ YES __________ NO 

If yes, college attended:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

   (College Name) 

    

________________________________________________________________________ 

(College Address)  (City)  (State)  (Zip) 

 

Date(s) Attended: ________________________________ Credit Hours Earned: _________________________ 

Current GPA: _____________________ Number of Current Semester Hours: ___________________________ 

 

APPLICATION AGREEMENT 

 

I have also applied to the following sources for a nomination:      
 

       Senator Richard Shelby       Senator Doug Jones      President Trump       Vice-President Pence        JROTC 

 

An appointment to a service academy is based on a desire by the candidate to devote a lifetime of military 

service and implies recognition by the appointee of an obligation to the government to devote themselves to a 

military career.  Are you interested in an appointment on that basis?  ____Yes ____No 

 

Is it okay to use your name in a press release after receiving a nomination or appointment?  ____Yes ____No 

I hereby state that I am a U.S. citizen and legal resident of the 5
th

 Congressional District of Alabama and that 

the information contained in this application is correct. Any changes to this information will be reported 

immediately. Additionally, I understand that I will not be considered for a nomination if my required 

documents are not received by the November 1, 2018 deadline. 

 

Full Name: ______________________________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ________ / ___________ / _________ 

        



NOMINATION PACKET CHECKLIST 
All Nomination Packet Materials are due on Thursday, November 1, 2018 by 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

      CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION FORM 

 Please type or print legibly and sign.  

 

TRANSCRIPTS                                                                                                                                 
Official transcripts from your most recent high school and, if applicable, college are 

required. 

 

 SAT/ACT SCORES                                                                                                         

In order to be considered for a nomination, you must have taken the SAT/ACT prior to 

October 2018 in order to meet our Thursday, November 1, 2018. However, your test 

scores can be updated up to the time of your interview before the nominating board if 

your score is higher on a later test. You must have official copies of your scores sent to 

Congressman Brooks' Huntsville office.  SAT code is 1226; ACT code is 7215.  

 

 RECOMMENDATION FORMS 
Three (3) completed personal recommendation forms in sealed and signed envelopes from 

adult non-family members are required. Forms may be obtained at 

http://brooks.house.gov/service-academy-nominations.  It is your responsibility to ensure 

that these forms are completed and returned to you in a timely manner and included in 

your packet.  

 

 ESSAY QUESTIONS 
Each candidate must submit written answers to the following 2 questions. Answers must be 

single-spaced and written in 12 point Times New Roman font. 

o Why would you like to attend a service academy? (200 word maximum) 

o What is your proudest accomplishment from high school/college? Why? (200 

word maximum) 

 

 RÉSUMÉ  

Be sure to submit a current resume (one page only) which includes extracurricular 

activities, leadership positions, academic and athletic accomplishments, and other relevant 

awards and distinctions. 

 

 RECENT WALLET-SIZED PHOTO   
Using a paper clip, fasten a photograph of yourself on the upper left-hand corner of the first 

page of the nomination form. Photo should be of good quality and not larger than 2.5” x 3”.  

  

For further information, please contact Timothy Jackson in my Huntsville district office at 

timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov or (256) 551-0190.  All documents must be received no 

later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 1, 2018 to complete each applicant's 

academy file. 

  

 

http://brooks.house.gov/service-academy-nominations
mailto:timothy.jackson@mail.house.gov


NOTES: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 



NOTES: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 


